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Transforming 
Lives and 
Communities





Context: 
Global & US

• Immigration around the globe at all-time high
• “People on the move” = 258 million (defined 

as people not living in their countries of 
birth)

• Increase of 49% since 2000 (United Nations 
Department of Economic and Social Affairs 
(UNDESA), 2017) 

• Feminization of Migration 
• 48% of total migrants as of 2017
• Not a new phenomenon: 47% in 1960

• Feminization of Migration to the US:
• 51.4% to the US (2015)



Research 
Questions

1. In what ways are different experiences in 
the U.S. changing immigrants’ lives?  
• Not only economically, but also socially 

and politically?!
2. When and in what ways are immigration 

experiences empowering?
3. How do these empowering experiences 

vary for men and women?
4. In the cases of empowering experiences 

for women, what policies can 
governments implement to support these 
processes, and immigrants’ chances of 
success at integration? 



Theoretical 
Frameworks

Intersections of:
1. International Political Economy

• Gender and Development
• Human Capital
• Social Capital

2. Migrant Rights as Human Rights
• United Nation Declaration of Human 

Rights
• Lourdes Benería (2015) Gender, 

Development and Globalization: 
Economics as if All People Mattered



“Empowerment: the process of enabling
people to increase control over their lives,
to gain control over the factors and
decisions that shape their lives, to increase
their resources and qualities and to build
capacities to gain access, partners,
networks, and a voice.”
-UN DESA, 2012



Hypotheses

 Through migration, from an economic 
perspective, it is expected that migrants will 
experience economic empowerment. Regarding 
gender, women will experience a more substantial 
increase of empowerment than men. 

 Regarding social empowerment, it is expected 
that women would experience increased 
empowerment in household responsibilities. 

 Security is expected to increase through 
migration to the United States depending on 
home country for both men and women.

 Political empowerment is expected depending on 
comparison to home country if the United States 
is more democratic than home country. 



Methods

Intersection of qualitative and quantitative 
methods
 Build on relationships with local Latino 

organizations in Northeastern Pennsylvania 
(Norristown and West Chester) to conduct 
survey
 Building social capital and trust to gain 

access
 Creation and use of WCU IRB approved 

survey modeled from questions from the 
United Nations, World Bank, and local Pew 
Hispanic surveys. 

 Sample: 29 survey interviews (16 women, 13 
men) 
Respondents: Latin America, Africa, Central 

Asia, Middle East, Europe



Economic Empowerment



Social Empowerment



Social Empowerment



Political Empowerment



Evolving 
Conclusions…

• Apply international level discussions at the local level
• Pennsylvania policies of DACA, REAL ID, and 

Sanctuary Cities are part of defensive strategies of the 
moment

• Migrant Women’s particular issues sidelined at this 
time. 

• Quantitively and qualitative measurements to gauge 
empowerment 

• Channel grassroots conversations into policy 
discussions

• Reframe the national comprehensive immigration reform 
conversation:

• Migrant women’s rights are human rights. 
• Feminist foreign policy  feminist local policy



¡Gracias!
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