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The Problem of EAB
 What would you do if you 

were responsible for 
responding to the emerald 
ash borer in your 
community? 

 What do you need to know 
to proceed?

 Overall Strategy?

 Your boss wants the plan in 
2 months- with a budget!



Emerald Ash Borer



 First discovered in Michigan June 2002

 Attacks only ash (green, white, black, blue, 
pumpkin) in North America: 16 species of ash



Life Cycle and Biology



Resources at Risk:
All Species of Ash





Resources at Risk: Pennsylvania











Administration 

 Examples of your City’s EAB task force:

 Team Leader ( Mayor) 

 Program Manager (City Forester) 

 Communications/Public Relations (City Spokesperson)

 Business Relations/ Fiscal Planning 

 Monitoring/Ground Operations (Forestry Manager)

 Tree Removal/Material Disposal (Arborties/Saw Mills)

 Replanting/Canopy Replacement (Reforestation Advisor)



Issues with Policies and 
Implementing Plan

 Updated West Chester University's Tree Care and Policies - West 
Chester University’s Tree Care and Policies: 
https://www.wcupa.edu/_INFORMATION/AFA/Facilities/Grou
nds/Policies/policyTreeCare.asp

 Formed Tree Campus USA Committee 

Leader is administrated by the University’s President, Grounds
Management, and overseen by the WCU Tree Campus USA
Committee and Executive Director Facilities Management

 The EAB Manager reports to WCU Tree Campus USA Committee 
and Executive Director Facilities Management on this plan 

https://www.wcupa.edu/_INFORMATION/AFA/Facilities/Grounds/Policies/policyTreeCare.asp




Management Tools





Tool 1: Tree Removal



 Used as trunk injection

 99% control for current year 

 Effective for 3 – 4 years

 Price tag ~ $559/L (40 g a.i)

Tool 2: Chemical Control





Items Needed For 
Assessing Ash Trees

 1. DBH tape English 

 2. Something to collect the data with (mobile device, clipboard, 
pencil, etc.)

 3. Map of boundaries 

 4. Blue marker to numbered the trees

 6. Binocular

 7. Field guide book for identifying trees 

 8. Gloves, sunscreen, bug spray, and hat

 9. Safety Vest!

 Most of these items can be purchase at Forestry Suppliers, Inc. 
http://www.forestry-suppliers.com/ or the local hardware store.

http://www.forestry-suppliers.com/




 1st ash assessment was 
completed in June 2012

 New geo-thermal wells 
were installed below 
ground 

 2nd ash 
assessment was 
completed in 
June 2014









i – Tree Tools: Streets
http://www.itreetools.org/street/index.php





i – Tree Streets
• Quantifies Net Benefits Provided by Trees

Conserve 

Energy

Improve 

Air 

Quality 

Reduce 

Storm 

Water 

Runoff

Reduce 

Atmospheric 

CO2





25 Ash Trees offer 

Ecosystem Services = $65,896 per year

2015 Landscape Trees Appraisal = $10,118

Benefits of WCU’s Ash Street Trees





Treatment Cost 
Worksheet

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/insectsdisease/eab/index.htm

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/insectsdisease/eab/index.htm


 Total of 4 treatments over 10 years

 Total cost for 1 year chemical treatment = $4,720

Proposed ash trees for chemical 
treatment on campus

 Total cost includes 1% annual increase assumed to the total diameters 
of the ash trees and 2% increase for cost of chemical treatment 





Recovery Plan 
(Replanting Trees)

 Total 36 trees will be 
replanted with non-
host species

 Total cost $26,176 over 
10 years





Fiscal Planning





Community Outreach 

Guided tours in the Robert B. Gordon Natural Area for 
Environmental Studies at WCU’s South Campus 





 If EAB is not successfully managed, it could cause 
the extinction of ash trees in North America

Basic Facts




 DCNR website: 

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/insectsdiseas
e/eab/index.htm

 Pennsylvania Urban & Community Forestry Council 
website: http://www.pacommunityforests.com/

 Kendra McMillin

 PA Urban & Community Forestry Council

 km731995@wcupa.edu

 610-909-2888

Contact Information

http://www.dcnr.state.pa.us/forestry/insectsdisease/eab/index.htm
http://www.pacommunityforests.com/
mailto:km731995@wcupa.edu

