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About the Book 
Middle Atlantic Prehistory: Foundations and Practice 
provides a basic survey of Middle Atlantic 
prehistoric archaeology and serves as an important 
reference for situating the development of Middle 
Atlantic prehistoric archaeology within the present 
context of culture area studies. This edited volume is 
a regional, historic overview of important themes, 
topics, and approaches in Middle Atlantic prehistory; 
covering major practical and theoretical debates and 
controversies in the region and in the discipline. This 
book is a much-needed synthesis and historical 
overview for academic and cultural resource 
archaeologists and independent scholars working in 
the Middle Atlantic region in particular. 
 
About the Author 
Heather Wholey, PhD, is a professor of 
anthropology at West Chester University. She is an 
archaeologist with a specialization in the 
prehistory of the Eastern Woodlands. 
 
Carole L. Nash, PhD, is an associate professor at 
James Madison University. She is also the director 
of the Shenandoah National Park Environmental 
Archaeology Program.  

 

 

Praise for the Book 
“It is difficult to capture the status of regional archaeology 
in a single volume. The eclectic compilation by Wholey and 
Nash dealing with the Middle Atlantic will whet the reader’s 
appetite for more.” 
— R. Michael Stewart, associate professor emeritus, 
Department of Anthropology, Temple University; 
archaeologist, New Jersey Historic Preservation Office 
 
“While some critics may contest the idea that the Middle 
Atlantic region is a valid cultural or environmental 
construct, no one will disagree that the contributions to this 
volume effectively document not only the great aboriginal 
time depth and, subsequently, very long human occupation 
of this archaeological province but also the great diversity 
of scholarly approaches currently employed to characterize 
and understand that long-term occupancy.” 
— J.M. Adovasio, PhD, DSc, director of Archaeology, 
Harbor Branch Oceanographic Institute, Florida 
Atlantic University 
 
“A stimulating and informative reader detailing the history 
and practice of archaeology directed to the Native peoples 
of the Middle Atlantic region in recent decades, providing a 
useful series of topical syntheses encompassing many of the 
facts and lessons learned.” 
— David G. Anderson, University of Tennessee; co-
author (with Kenneth E. Sassaman) of Recent 
Developments in Southeastern Archaeology: From 
Colonization to Complexity
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