
Updated:  Monday, August 24, 2015

Physics 330, Fall 2015, Course Schedule 
Instructor: Dr. Matthew M. Waite, Merion 133, ext: 2573, mwaite@wcupa.edu  

The best way to contact me is via e-mail.  But, be aware that I will only read and respond to 
e-mails written in proper English, with correct grammar, spelling, and etiquette.    Do not 
send me any e-mails addressed to “hey” written in text-speak like you’re talking to your 
roommate about meeting up at Barnaby’s tonight... I might meet up for happy hour, but I 
won’t answer any questions about class or homework! 

Class Meeting: Lecture M 11-11:50 (SSN 191); Lab T or Th 9-11 (MER 118) 

Office Hours: TBA, or by appointment. 

Course Web Page: D2L 

Course information can be found here throughout the semester.  The syllabus, homework 
problem solutions, and other interesting stuff can be found here.  Check it periodically!! 
 
Text: Electronics for the Undergraduate Physicist, (1st Ed.) by Matthew M. Waite 

Grading: 3 tests (15% each) 45% 
 Cumulative Final 20% 
 Homework 15% 
 Laboratory 20% 

Attendance:  
You are expected to attend every class period, period.  

 Excused absences are limited to University-Sanctioned Events (which follow the Excused 
Absence Policy for University-Sanctioned Events as described in the West Chester University 
Undergraduate Catalog), and absences due to serious illness or injury (verified by a practicing 
MD, you must provide me with a phone number), or the death of family members (also to be 
verified.) 
 Cell phones and texting are NOT ALLOWED during class.  Cell phone use is disruptive to 
your classmates and to your instructors.  Please turn off your phones or put them on silence, 
tuck them away in your bookbag, purse or European carry-all, and forget about them until after 
class.  If I see anyone texting or using their cell phones during class, I will take 5 points off of 
the nearest exam grade (that’s 5 full points out of 100), and you will be considered “absent” for 
that day, since you are obviously not mentally present.   

Exams: 
 There will be three exams over the course of the semester.  I will try to arrange to 
administer these at alternative times during the week in order to allow for extra time, but this 
may prove to be difficult considering the number of students enrolled this semester.  
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Laboratory:  
Just about each week, on either Tuesday or Thursday morning, you will have a laboratory 

exercise.  You will have 2 hours of class period during which you are to get started on the 
experiment.  I will be present during this time to answer any questions you might have and to 
make sure you get started correctly.  If you do not finish the exercise in the allotted time, you 
are to complete the lab exercise by the following class period.  Again, you may come ask me 
questions during my office hours throughout the week, but you are EXPECTED to stay during 
your scheduled lab time.  If you finish the lab early (which won’t happen often) you may spend 
the rest of the time experimenting with the electronics simulation software.  The schedule of 
labs is included on the schedule that follows at the end of this syllabus. 

University Policies:  
 For questions regarding Academic Dishonesty, the No-Grade Policy, Sexual Harassment, 
or the Student Code of Conduct, students are encouraged to refer to their major department’s 
handbook, the Undergraduate Course Catalogue, the Rams Eye View, or the University Web 
Site. Please understand that improper conduct in any of these areas will not be tolerated and 
may result in immediate ejection from the class.  

Disability:   
 We at West Chester University wish to make accommodations for persons with 
disabilities.  Please make your needs known by contacting the Office of Services for Students 
with Disabilities at ext. 3217 and me at the above listed contact information.  Sufficient notice 
is needed in order to make the accommodations possible.  The University and I desire to comply 
with the ADA of 1990. 

Miscellaneous:  
 Please make any restroom visits before the class starts, or wait until it ends, the class is 
only 50 minutes.  It is distracting to both the instructor as well as your fellow students when 
someone gets up and walks out of the classroom during lecture.  Only in very rare circumstances 
will permanent physical damage be done by waiting a few more minutes for class to end...  In 
fact, many doctors claim that waiting up to 2-3 hours is no problem (except for a bit of 
discomfort) at all.   If I go off on a tangent and babble on and on for 2-3 hours, I’ll let you get 
up and take a break... promise. 

Schedule: (See attached page, or page on D2L) 


